
 

Bible Study video Gospel of John April 2020 

John, Fortress Biblical Preaching Commentaries, Karoline M. Lewis 

Introduction to the New Testament, W.D. Davies 

John is often divided into two major parts, The Book of Signs, chapters 

1-12 and the Book of Glory, 13-21 

A more detailed outline is this: 

1:1-18 The Prologue 

1:19-51 The Calling of the Disciples 

2       The Wedding at Cana 

3      Nicodemus 

4      The Samaritan Woman at the Well/Healing of the Official’s Son 

5       Healing of the Man Ill for Thirty-eight Years 

6       Feeding of the Five Thousand 

7-8       Conflict with the Jewish Authorities 

9-10       Healing of the Man Blind from Birth/Shepherd Discourses 

11     The Raising of Lazarus 

12      Discourse on Glory 

13      Foot Washing 

14-16    The Farewell Discourse 

17      Jesus Prayer for His Disciples 

18-19    Arrest, Trial, Crucifixion 



20-21    Resurrection Appearances 

 

 8 Major Themes according to Karoline Lewis     

1. The connection of Jesus to the creative activity of God. 

2. The origin of Jesus – His connection/relationship with God/Identity. 

3. The role of the Word made flesh is to reveal God.   

4. In Jesus, the human and divine are held together. 

5. The contrast of light and darkness. 

6. The primary category of discipleship is witness. 

7. Describing and creating experiences of being in relationship with God. 

8. Abundance of Grace. 

 

 (The gospel of John has unfortunately been used to support anti-

Semitism. The writer of John regularly used the word, “Jews” in a critical, 

oppositional way. It is important to remember that Jesus was a Jew. The 

first Christians were Jews and one of the first audiences for this gospel 

was Jewish.  When reading the gospel, the best translation of the Greek 

word for Jew is, “Jewish leaders.”) 

The purpose or goal for John’s gospel is recorded in John 20: 31 “But 

these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in 

his name.” 

And from John 10:10 “I have come that you may have life and have it 

abundantly.” 

The Seven Signs in John (W.D. Davies) 



1. The miracle at Cana of Galilee, 2:1-12 

2. The healing of the nobleman’s son, 4:47-54 

3. The healing of the sick man at the pool of Bethsaida, 5:1-16 

4. The feeding of the five thousand, 6:1-14 

5. The walking on the water, 6:15-21 

6. The healing of the blind man, 9:1-17 

7. The raising of Lazarus, 11:1-44 

The signs are not only significant in and of themselves, but point to who 

Jesus is and the New Order of Life he brings. After each sign, there is 

usually a teaching from Jesus or conversation about the deeper meaning 

within the sign.  

Additional Notes 

1. Knowledge “to Know,” is an often used phrase in the gospel of John.  

To know is more than having an intellectual understanding of Jesus, but 

rather to know is to have a relationship with Jesus. 

2. The word, truth, is used 25 times in the gospel. Jesus is the truth of 

God. The Holy Spirit leads us to the truth, who is Jesus. 

3. Our understanding of Jesus as fully God and fully Man (divine and 

human comes primarily from John’s gospel.  

4. Jesus uses the term "I am”, many times in this gospel. I AM is a 

reference to God. As when Moses asked God, “What is your name?” and 

God replied, "I am who I am.”  Thus, the term is a divine name for God.  

Locate the “I am sayings of Jesus: “ I am the light of the world. I am the 

bread of life. I am the gate. I am the good shepherd. I am the resurrection 

and the life. I am the way, the truth and the life, I am the vine.”  



5. The word, world is used in two ways. The world is God’s creation and 

the world is loved by God. John 3:16. However the world is often in 

rebellion against God, against Jesus. The world is often under the 

influence of Satan.   

6.The glory of Jesus, or Jesus’ glorification, is Jesus on the cross. There 

on the cross God gave up God’s life for you, for the world’s sake. True 

glory then is not fame, prosperity and success according to world 

standards. Glory is the sacrificial, humble self-giving vulnerability of 

Christ. The Shepherd lays down his life for his sheep.   

7. Eternal life in John’s gospel happens not only after one dies, but 

eternal life happens now. Eternal life is having a life with Jesus through 

faith, through believing.  

 

The Gospel of John video study Session 2 April 2020 

I hope you are benefitting from reading and meditating on John’s gospel. 

Again, the goal is to hear the gospel so that it provides a platform or 

framework for your own story. How do the stories, events and people of 

John shape your faith?  

So here is a brief quiz in reference to Session 1.  

 1. Why is Jesus called the Word made flesh? 

2. What are two of your favorite signs (miracles) of the seven signs 

in John?  Why?  

 

 3. What is one key point from the story of Jesus and the woman at 

the well in chapter 4? How is this event part of your own story/journey 

of faith? 



4. Of the seven “I AM” titles/metaphors that Jesus speaks to refer 

to himself, which 2 or 3 are your favorites?  Why?  

 5. What is God up to in the first half of the gospel? 

 

    

 The second half of John’s gospel is called the Book of Glory.  

 Before we consider the word “glory.” Let us lift up some realities 

that the second half of John exposes.  

 1. There is not only opposition toward Jesus in that time and place, 

there is opposition to Jesus in our culture today. In fact within each of us 

there is opposition to our Lord. We can all name the ways we resist, hide, 

oppose and ignore Christ in our lives. Truth be told, we would rather live 

our own lives and be our own god. Thankfully our Lord God offers 

forgiveness and the gift of the Holy Spirit to call us back. In fact, God 

comes out to look for us, to bring us back into the fold. (Consider the 

stories of Thomas and Peter in John’s gospel.) 

 Most folk would call the second half, The Book of Glory, as the 

book of opposition, suffering, betrayal and death.  But think of it this 

way, as the light of Jesus’ resurrection shines back on the cross, we see 

God in and through Jesus. God is giving, sacrificing his life for the world 

that God created. Jesus enters into death in order to defeat death. An 

example might be, our health care providers who enter into the rooms 

where covid 19 is destroying life. They take the risk in order to defeat the 

virus. They don’t know the outcome.  On the cross, God enters into the 

terrifying, shameful, failing places and realities of our lives. Jesus enters 

into them in order to join you and me in the hellish experiences of living. 

Jesus enters into and experiences death in order to join you and me and 



then he is raised for our sakes. You too will be raised out of death to a 

new life! 

Chapter 13 reveals Jesus as the Servant God, One who washes feet. He 

gives us the commandment to love and care for one another as he has 

set an example for us. Consider Pope Francis who washes the feet of 

prisoners on Maundy Thursday. 

 Chapters 14-17 are Jesus’ Farewell Address to his disciples.  Jesus 

declares an intimate relationship with the Father. (The term father is not 

so much a definition of God as a male, but rather Father is used to 

express the relationship of father and son.  

Chapter 14 – Jesus prepares a Place for us. Jesus promises the Holy Spirit 

will come after he departs. The Spirit is the Advocate, the Helper, the 

Comforter.  The work of the Holy Spirit is described in chapter 16; the 

Spirit bears witness to Jesus and delivers God’s truth about Jesus. See 

Luther’s explanation to the 3rd article of the Apostles’ Creed.) 

Chapter 15 is a favorite of mine. “I am the Vine. You are the branches. 

Vs. 4 “Abide in me as I abide in you.” The word abide also means remain, 

dwell, stay with. It brings an image too of a child held by a parent. It gives 

birth to the hymn, Abide With Me, 629 ELW 

Chapter 17 – Jesus prays for us, his followers. We are in the world, for 

the world’s sake, but not of the world. 

Chapter 18-19, Jesus “hour” has come. He is betrayed, arrested, tried 

and crucified.  This is his glorification, lifted up on the cross. God has 

given God’s life for the love of the world, as a parent would lay down 

her/his life for a child.   

 Three last words from the cross. 1. “Woman behold your son. Son, 

behold your mother.”2. “I thirst.” 3. “It is finished.” 



The Resurrection Appearances: 

 1. Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene. 2. Appears to the disciples. 3. 

Appears to Thomas with the disciples. 4. Appears on the shore of the 

Galilee. Jesus prepares and feeds his friends breakfast around a charcoal 

fire! 

Where does Jesus, the crucified risen Christ appear to you? 

 

 How is the Holy Spirit busy in your life and in the life of the world? How 

are you comforted by John’s gospel? 

 

How does this story of Jesus shape your faith and life? Might it bring to 

you life abundant, filled with promise and hope! Jesus is busy now, 

bringing in a new world order! Can you see, touch, hear, taste and smell 

the signs of eternal life?  


